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As a religious leader in north central Illinois, I had no idea 
of the widespread pain and suffering endured by the people 
of Postville since the Immigrations and Customs Enforcement 
raid on May 12.  I knew the raid must have caused incredible 
trauma and harm.  I did not realize that the pain and suffering 
continues to this day.
After having visited your community with a delegation 
of other religious leaders, however, I came away saddened 
and shocked by how our current federal immigration policies 
continue to harm the people of Postville.  All I can say is how 
grateful I am to the people of Postville for your big and open 
hearts.
Your mission and ministry to accept differences, welcome 
the stranger, and bind up the wounds of the brokenhearted had 
me near tears throughout our time in Postville.  As I write this 
letter to you, I fi nd myself near tears again.  How thankful I am 
in prayer for all of you!  How grateful I am for this mission and 
ministry which shines like a light on my gloomiest of days!
I cannot imagine how the events of the last seven months 
have stretched you to your limits.  I know these must be 
diffi cult times.
Just please know that you have helped a pastor who had 
become rather cynical about this holy season, believe again 
in the presence and work of God in the world.  You have 
strengthened my faith.  You have given me hope.  To the 
people of Postville, thank you.  Your mission and ministry has 
enlarged and opened my heart.
May you know the blessings of this holy season as you 
have shared it with so many others.
Grace and peace,
Rev. Michael S. Mulberry
Pastor, United Church of Byron, Byron, Illinois
Chair, Illinois Maya Ministries
Member, United Church of Christ Border Working Group 
Letter to the Editor:
Obama House Meetings
On December 13th and 14th, 2008 the Obama presidential 
campaign staff headed by David Plouffe, campaign manager, 
has organized house meetings across the country to set in 
motion a program to promote change in the U.S.
The house hosts are supposed to invite about 50 people 
to the event; discuss issues; lay plans to reach out to the 
community, including government offi cials and the media; and 
start bringing change right away.  All invitees have to fi ll out 
sign-in sheets, which will be submitted to Obama headquarters 
in Chicago, IL.
Why do we need thousands of people across the country 
working from house cells on a continuous campaign to 
implement something called change?  Who are these people? 
What is their charter?  Who controls them?  Will they operate 
within our democratic system?
Why do we elect offi cials all over our country to run our 
government if we are going to have a shadow government in 
operation?
Is this effort the start of a possible “fi fth column” movement 
in the U.S.?
Donald A. Moskowitz
Londonderry, NH
traveled, returning to a mer-
cantile business in Elkader. 
Then the First National Bank 
was established in Elkader in 
1871, where Dr. Tim Kane is 
currently located, and Henry 
was elected President. He 
and his sons were stock hold-
ers; his sons were cashiers at 
the bank. In 1885 Henry left 
to Ashland, Oregon with the 
whole family. He started a 
bank there and entered into 
politics.
 E.V. farmed for a while, 
and then was a school teach-
er. He also was involved with 
the McGregor branch of the 
State Bank of Iowa, as Presi-
dent in January 1860. He 
served during the Civil War 
as a Paymaster, it is believed 
he was at the Arsenal Island 
on the Mississippi River. The 
history of Arsenal Island was 
also interesting in regard to 
gaining permission to build 
a bridge from Davenport to 
Rock Island. Jefferson Davis, 
the Secretary of War at that 
time, fought the building of 
that bridge since he wanted 
a bridge further south. Abe 
Lincoln was the young attor-
ney hired by the railroad to 
fi ght against Jefferson Davis! 
All weapons were made at 
Arsenal Island. The island is 
the home of a very large Con-
federate Cemetery and Mu-
seum. E.V. Carter contracted 
tuberculosis; was discharged 
in 1865 and died in 1866.
 
Joseph Lamm bought the 
house and the furniture from 
the Carters. Lamm family had 
a mercantile business, where 
Pedretti’s Bakery is currently 
located, and then a cleaning 
business where the Clayton 
County Supervisor’s building 
is standing. The Carter home 
never had a fi replace because 
cast iron stoves were more 
modern when the house was 
built.
 On display at the museum 
was a telephone that the Drug-
gist Becker used to call from 
the house on top of Kramer 
Hill to Becker’s Pharmacy 
in downtown Elkader in the 
1870s.
 Deanna Krambeer, Vice-
President, presided over the 
meeting, with members and 
guests from Decorah, Elgin, 
St. Olaf, Edgewood, Straw-
berry Point and Elkader.
 It was approved by mem-
bers to increase dues to $8 
for one person and $10 per 
couple beginning the 2009 
dues period. This is the fi rst 
increase since 1982.
 A reprint of The First 
160 Years of Millville His-
tory 1833 to 1993 book was 
approved to be done by Heri-
tage Printing. Announcement 
of when they will be ready to 
be made to the public.
 Election of Offi cers was 
held with: President – Dean-
na Krambeer, St. Olaf. Vice-
President – Ilo Rhines, Edge-
wood. Secretary – Myra Voss 
and Judy Moyna, Elkader. 
Helen Medberry of Elgin, re-
mains as Treasurer.
 Surname inquiries and 
sharing: Something new! 
www.genetree.com. Have a 
DNA test and you can share 
and discuss photos, videos, 
etc. and link with your DNA 
cousins!
Walton Cemetery, 
McGregor. Research shows 
that it is probably on State 
property (ie: Pike’s Peak) 
land. Pioneer Cemetery Com-
mission is planning to restore 
this cemetery in 2009.
 For Joen DeMuth, 6947 
Coal Creek Pkwy. #216, 
Newcastle, WA 98059-
3136. Searching on Timothy 
O’Brien b. 22 Dec. 1843 Tip-
perary, Ireland; d. 02 Oct. 
1893 Mason City, IA. M. 08 
Oct 1866 to Maria Cross, 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
McGregor, IA. Children: 
John, Timothy, Mary Ellis, 
William, Edward. During the 
Civil War (1862-1865), Tim-
othy served in Co. “I” 27th 
Regiment of Iowa Volunteers. 
Grandfather, John O’Brien b. 
07 Dec. 1872 in Nora, IA, d. 
03 Oct. 1945 at Marquette, 
IA. M. 25 Nov. 1893 to Etta 
Broderick at Mason City, 
IA. Children: Lester, Earl, 
Myrtle, Corene, Pearl, Bill, 
Esther, Robert and Dan. John 
raised his family in Marquette 
and was a retired railroad en-
gineer.
 For Larry Voss, 1568 
Harbor St., Ogilvie, MN 
56358 searching on Fred and 
Augusta Voss (buried Paulina, 
IA) and twin sons, Henry and 
Fred Voss. Larry is the son of 
Vern Lloyd Voss, grandson of 
Anne Voss Winkowitsch (and 
possibly William Winkow-
itsch). They are interested in 
any records and information 
on the Winkowitsch Cem-
etery, Farmersburg Twp.
 For Jari Pierson, 3902-
1st Ave. NE, Apt. C, Cedar 
Rapids, IA 52402 searching 
on Jens Pierson [Person/Pers-
son] who may have resided in 
Clayton Co., IA. They have a 
picture of him with the pho-
tographer name of Hale in 
Elkader on it. Jens, age 20, 
came to the USA from Swe-
den in 1889. He m. Orrilla 
Kline, daughter of Henry Au-
gustas Kline on Oct. 15, 1897. 
The wedding announcement 
says Jens was ‘the employ 
of his bride’s father for three 
years’. He became a farmer in 
Linn Co., IA. Jens’ siblings, 
in 1892, were Nils Person, 
age 18, sister Marta Person, 
age 20. Sister Kerstin Person 
was 24 in 1902.
 For Jane M. Brown, 
Dublduck@aol.com request-
ing information on Milbert 
and Isenhour families 1870-
1930. Elizabeth Milbert m. 
James Monroe Isenhour ca 
1878-79. Divorced or separat-
ed 1881-1895. Elizabeth was 
in Winneshiek County until 
1920 (no d. record found).
Researching in Elkader 
was Jerry Eggleston, Breck-
enridge, CO. He purchased 
an Air Mail envelope on e-
bay and was researching that 
it had “Elkader, Ia. Boyhood 
home of Captain Harold E. 
Gray, trail-blazing trans-
oceanic pilot” on envelope. 
According to newspaper ar-
ticles there was a schedule 
to honor National Air Mail 
Week. Plane came from Ga-
lena, IL, stopped 5 places in 
Iowa (including landing at 
Wilke fi eld, east of Elkader) 
and two places in Wisconsin. 
See Clayton County Register 
newspaper, May 11,938. Ed 
Olson had also interviewed 
Capt. Harold Gray, who grew 
up in Elkader and was nation-
ally known.
 Judy Moyna reported that 
they have located an old book 
of German Sermons in the 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
offi ce. It would be good to 
have them translated? Moyna 
also reported on the Iowa Ge-
nealogical Society’s Confer-
ence she attended in October 
2008.
Deanna Krambeer report-
ed that the Sherman Swift 
Tower at National is UP! This 
includes the sides, roof and 
the inside tower.
 Donation from Don Mo-
ser, Guttenberg. Large family 
picture of George and There-
sa Kappan Troester and nine 
children, along with obituar-
ies/family information on all 
of them.
 Donation from Meg and 
Vaughn Speer, Ames, IA – a 
box of photo albums!! Sur-
names of Hempel, Siegele 
and Bickel. Pictures of men 
in front of old the Elkader 
School and of fl ood waters 
over the Elkader dam.
 Next meeting will be 
Tuesday, January 27, 2009, 
at the Elkader Public Library 
with Duane Fenstermann 
presenting his program on 
the Decorah Congregational 
United Church of Christ. He 
has done extensive research. 
370 Main Street, Lansing, IA
(563) 538-4231
Toll Free (800) 577-5272
205 N. Vine Street, West Union, IA
(563) 422-6072 
Toll Free (800) 568-4235
315 West Chestnut Street, 
Harpers Ferry, IA
(563) 586-2166
200 Mill Street, Clermont, IA
 (563) 423-5267
Your Financial Family Since 1856
Wednesday, December 24th
All offi ces will close at noon.
Thursday, December 25th
All offi ces will be closed.
HOLIDAY HOURS
 (563) 568-3509 • (800) 285-3509
 garystr@salamander.com
 Low Rate 
 Financing
 Available with Approval.
 See dealer for details.
 GARY’S
 Tractor & Implement
 727 E. Main, Waukon
 BUSINESS LISTING DIRECTORY
 YOUR GUIDE TO AREA BUSINESS SERVICES
 Northeast Iowa Gutters
 John Roe or Darwin Frana
 Over 12 Years Experience
 John: (563)568-2406; Cell (563)568-1870
 Darwin: (563)380-8411
 • Seamless Gutters 5”& 6” & Gutter Covers
 • Siding & Windows 
 • Soffit & Fascia
 • Interior & Exterior Remodeling
 FREE ESTIMATES
 C LEANING
 N EW I NSTALLATION 
 & R EPAIR
 C OLORS & 
 C OLOR M ATCHING
 S ATISFYING 
 A LL Y OUR 
 C ONSTRUCTION 
 N EEDS
 Owners: 
 Brian Bohr & Ken Klepper
 285 E. Greene St.
 Postville, IA
 (563) 864-3332
 B & K Heating & Plumbing Inc.
 Girl Friday
 Clerical Services
 Color Copying, Typing, Labeling, Letters, Cards, Data Entry, 
 Lamination, Family History Books, Class Reunion, 
 Cook Books, Photo Transfers, Business Cards, Invitations
 No Job is Too Small for Girl Friday!
 Jo Suckow • Postville • Phone 563-864-7557
 • Septic Tanks • Car Washes • Pits
 Jeff Sommer, Owner
 Cell: (563) 568-9004
 Home: (563) 568-4412
 24 Hours  Service
 Sommer Pumper  LLC
 Septic Service
 New patients welcome!
 101 Franklin
 Monona, IA 52159
 563-539-4651
 Mark 
 Fohey 
 D.D.S.
 Family Dentistry
 Associates of Monona
 Auto. Home. Life...
 Linda 
 Carstens 
 D.D.S.
 • Septic Pumping
 • Porta-Potty Rentals
 Ness Pumping Service Inc.
 (for all your special occasions or building sites)
 563-568-4212 or 563-568-1379
 John Hartley
 Postville
 864-3720
 Wiring Maintenance • Residential • Farm
 HARTLEY 
 ELECTRIC
 THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE! 
 Call Sara at the Postville 
 Herald-Leader to place your 
 business in our directory!
 Ph. 563-864-3333 
